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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the instant application is respectfully requested. The present 
submission is responsive to the Final OfTicc Action of January 15, 2004 in which claims 
14-20 arc presently pending. In a first action datoil June 17, 2003 direclcU to a restriction 
rcquirenicnt, the Applicants withdrew claims 12 and 13 and provisionally elected claims 
Ml, A subsequent action was issued on September 5, 2003 whereby the Examiner 
rejected claims 1-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being allegedly unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/01 885 13A1 to Gil et at ("Gil") in view of 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2003/01 26000AI to Clcndenin 
("Cleiidonin*'). Tn a rcspon.se to the OfTicc Action, the Applicants canceled claimsl-l 1 
and submitted new claims 14-20. Tn the instant action, the Examiner has mainiained the 
rcjcclions of claims 14-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). For tlic following reasons, however, 
the Applieunls respectfully traverse each of tlie rejections and request reconsldcralion and 
withdrawal of these rejections. 

C/fltoi Rejections - 35 USC §103 

Claims 14-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being 
uupaleniablc over Oil in view of Clcndenin. Specifically, the Examiner asserts that Ciil 
discloses or inherently teaches all of the limitations of the Applicants claims except the 
spcci fics of the network configuration. The Examiner further asserts tliat Clcndenin 
discloses a similar network system and furtlicr teaches tlie specific hardware associated 
with the network. As a result, the Examiner submits that it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in llie art at Ihc time of the invention to modify Gil to use specific 
types of liaidwjire to make up the network system, in view of Clendcmn, .in order to allow 
sniall-to-mcdiimi sizeti businesses into the network while keeping costs low. Tlio 
Applicants respectfully disagree. 

For an obviousness rejection to be proper, the Examiner must meet the burden of 
cstablishins ilvU all elements of the invention are disclosed in the prior art; that the prior 
art relied upon, coupled with knowledge generally available in the art at the time of the 
iuvcnlion, must contain some .suggestion or incentive that would have motivated the 
skilled arlisaa to modify a reference or combined references; and that tlic proposed 
mod ificatiou of the prior art must have had a reasonable expectation of success, 
<Ielcnninwl from the vantage point of the skilled artisan at the time the invention was 
made. /// to Fine, 5 U.S.P.Q.2d 1596, 1598 (Fed. Cir. 1988); fn Re Wilson, 165 U.S.P.Q. 
494,496(C,C.P.A. 1970). 

This rcjeclion is respectfully traversed for the following reasons. The prior art 
references relied upon by the Examiner do nol teach or suggest all of the claim 
limitations. See MPEP § 2143, Specifically, the references neither leach nor suggest "(a) 
system for facilitating supply chain processes in an outsourced nianufiieturing 
ciwironmcnt, comprising: 

a manufacturing entity comprising: 
a server; 

an outsourced supply chain tool executing on said server, 

a terminal in communication with said server via a communications link; 

a data storage device in communication with said server via said 

communications link; 

a network link to at least one contract manufacturer system; 

a network link to a customer focus team system, said customer focus team system 
performing adniinistrative sei-viccs for said at least one contract manufacturing system on 
behalf of said manufacturing entity; 

wherein said administrative services include at least one of: 
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111 aiiu fact lire; 

activUios; 
of supplies; 



facilitating transfer and replenishment of components nccdetl during 

ensuring ongoing inventory demand issues are addressed and resolved; 
obtaining and providing nicUics on oulsoureed supply chain parts and 

assisting said at least one contract manufacturing system during shortfalls 



colUvboraiing with said commodity team council systems relating to 
acquisition of critical parts; and 

providing assistance on matters reJatetl to import, export, and tax issues." 

Tlic F.xamincr asserts that the Gil reference discloses or inherently teaches all of 
the limitations of the Applicants amended claims. In fact, the Exaramer fails to point out 
a single elcmcnl recited in Applicants' claims that is disclosed in Gil. Rather, the 
Examiner makes a blanket assertion that Gil teaches that a "network system may include 
for each partner, n subsystem which is physically located at the partner's silo; whereby the 
subsystem allows integration of tlie diverse partner domains with the enterprise domain" 
(Final Onicc Action, January 1 5. 2004). While the Examiner may be conrcct in staliiig 
thai diverse partner domains may be integrated with an enterprise domain (Gil, paragraph 
0050), this docs not reconcile Gil with Ihc instanlapnlicatton as the administrative 
rnnclions ocrromicd. as well as the defined customer focus team entity defined in the 
present anolical io^t. do not comport with the functions ofthe domains sugg estcd_byGil. 

The Examiner provided rationale that "(i)t is well known that a business entity's 
•diverse' domains may include the administrative staff. The •administrative sei-vices", as 
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claimed, arc well known services performed by entities in business." The diverse 
domains rccilert U\ Gil include "a network domains 14, one or more enleqirisc domains 
16, one or more partner domains 1 8. and a customer domain 20" (Gil paragraph 0040). 
The enterprise domain in Gil is dcfmed as "a manufacturer of goods, such as an orifilnal 
equipment manufacturer (OEM), or a provider of services to businesses or consumers 
buying products from OEM companies, such as an clcclrical utility or a 
tolecoraniunications company" (Gil paragraph 0043). A partner domain is defined in Gil 
as "a supplier of raw materials or parts, a third party logistics (3PL) vendor such as a 
warehouse hub, a carrier, or a service provider, a fliird party maintaincr (3PM) s uch as a 
ncld^cm^Jhird party repair center, third party reluras handling center, or a third party 
fulfillment provider such as a distributor" (Gil pat^graph 0043). A customer domain as 
recited in Gil "may purchase goods or services from the enterprise" (Gil paragraph 0043), 
Tlic cuslomcr focus team recited in Applicants' claim 14. is not equivalent to any of the 
doin aiiis-recitcd in the Gj lreferencc. The adm inistrative fonctions. as proved in claim 
14, arc per formed byj hc customer focus team for a contract manufacturer on behalf of iho 
manufacturing '^^*y 'ii^B-ift-r.int>iiQns.flrc.nQt-equivalent4oJho s^recitcd above with 
respect to th e Gil refere nce, Thus, the Gil reference does not disclose or inherently teach 
each of the limitations set forth in the Applicants amended claims. Accordingly, the 
Applicants submit that the Gil reference has been misapplied with respect to the instant 
application. The Applicants respectfully request that the rejections be withdrawn. 
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Regarding Applicants' claims 15-20, the Examiner further asserts that the 
limitations associated with the claims woiikl have been obvious design choices to one of 
ordiiviry skill iti the art at the time of the invention and submits that these limitatioiis are 
coherent with normal and well known biLsiness practices to produce a desired result. 
This type of "design choice" j-ejcction has been criticized by the Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit. Inthe case of In rc Chu. 36 USPQ2d 1089 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (citing Tn rc 
Gal, 25 USPQ2d 1076 (Fed. Cir. 1992)), the Federal Circuit reversed a Board of Appeals 
rejection based on design choice and held that a "finding of 'obvious design choice' 
precluded where the claimed structure and the function it performs are different from the 
prior art." In In re Gal, 25 USPQ2d 1076, 1078-79 (1992), the court held that the design 
of each ofihc layers of an integrated semiconductor chip was not an obvious design 
clioicc. In particular, the court held Gal's semiconductor chip was different from the 
prior art and that the Board had ignored the claimed structure and the functions it 
performs. 

hi the present case, Appli cants claim 1 5 recites a link to both a supplierj ystcm 
and a commodity coun cil team system, whereby the commodity council team system 
provides administrative support to the supplier system including at least one of: 
"ensuring timely placement of purchase orders relating to 

supporting supplier systems; 

managing order books of said supporting supplier systems; 
providing outsourced supply chain metrics relating to supply chain 



activities; 

systems; 

parts; 



escalating shortfalls identified for inventories of said supplier 
assisting said customer focus team systems in acquiring critical 
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facilitating replenishment implementation and drive lo complelo 

drop shipment functions; 

resolving fmanco issues; 
visiting said supplier systems; 

providing support for other outsourced supply chain regions on 

unique supplier issues; 

providing input on supplier report cards; and 

interfacing wilh council chairs on contract issues, geographical 

allocations, supplier credits, and letters to suppliers on transfers." 

Tlic commodity council team stnictuve re cited in the instant application is not 

provided in the references submitted by the Bxamincr. F mthcf, the ad ministrative 

<t■lppftr^ pm^d^Mbj^Oic Jomniodit counci l tcain tojlic suj^ as indicated 

above with respect todaim^l 

by the Examiner. Accordingly, because the clai med sti-ucturcs and their con esponding 
functions arc not the same as what is taught in the cited ait references, the linn'tations 
recited in amended claim 15 are not coherent wilh normal imd well known businesis 
practices and would not be an obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the rejection ofclaim 15. Claims 16- 
20 depend from what is an allowable claim 15. Claim 15 depends from what is an 
allowable claim 14. For at least tlicse reasons, the Applicants submit that claims 14-20 
arc in condition for allowance and re(iucst reconsideration ofthc outstanding rejections. 
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la view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitled that the insUnt application is 
in condition for allowance. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that this application 
be allowed and a Notice of Allowaiwe issued. If the Examiner believes that a telephone 
conference with ApplicaiU's attorneys would be advantageous to the disposition of this 
case, the Examiner is cordially requested to telephone the undersigned. 

hi the event the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks deems additional fees 
to be dut; in connection with this application, Applicant's attorney hereby authorizes that 
such fee he charged to Dcpo.sit Account No. 09-0458. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 

By CH ri 

Mari 

Registration No. 46,673 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 GrilTin Road South 
Bloomficld, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Ifacsimilc (860) 286-01 15 
Customer No. 29371 

IDjite: Mardi 15, 2004 
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